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The average lake level this morning was 3.01 ft (ft) above the Oshkosh datum. Inflows to the lake pool were 
estimated at approximately 3,750 cubic ft per second (cfs), while outflows are estimated to be approximately 
2,540 cfs this morning, based on flow measurements by U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) for the Fox River at 
Appleton. Evaporation is contributing approximately 1,170 cfs of water leaving the lake, based on a 6-day 
calculated average. 

Conditions have remained dry over the past week and USACE rain gages have not recorded any precipitation over 
the past 7-days. Last weekend lake levels dropped from 3.07 ft last Friday to 3.01 ft on Monday. Modeled inflow 
decreased 470 cfs from 5,140 cfs last Friday to 4,670 cfs by Monday morning, while outflow was 4,800 cfs while 
and evaporation was contributing an additional 1,460 cfs. On Monday morning the outlook was mostly sunny and 
dry with inflow and lake levels forecasted to continue to decline throughout the week. As average lake levels 
approached the top of the target strategy band and with inflows expected to continue decreasing with the dry 
weather two tainter gates were closed at Menasha Dam on Monday morning. The closure decreased outflow from 
Lake Winnebago by approximately 2,260 cfs to 2,540 cfs. Forecasts indicated the closure would hold lake levels 
relatively level throughout the week.  

Throughout the rest of the week winds slightly impacted lake levels. Starting later in the day on Monday and 
continuing into Wednesday winds pushed water from the upper pools to Lake Winnebago temporarily increasing 
the level of the lake.  On Tuesday night the Lake Poygan gage was down to 3.07 ft while the average level of Lake 
Winnebago was at 3.05 ft. Over the rest of the week winds shifted back to the east and lake levels rebalanced. As 
of this morning Lake Winnebago is at 3.01 ft while Lake Poygan is back at 3.21 ft.  

The average lake level of 3.01 ft is currently about 0.01 ft above the strategy target level of 2.8 to 3.0 ft for summer 
pool. After closing two gates at Menasha Dam on Monday morning and holding the gate settings the rest of the 
week the current gate settings are zero (0 of 6) tainter gates open at Menasha Dam, and one-half (0.5 of 5) tainter 
gates and zero (0 of 9) needle gates open at Neenah Dam. The current gate settings are expected to be held 
through this weekend. With generally dry conditions expected in the extended outlook no gate changes are 
anticipated next week, subject to changing conditions and forecasts. 

Today there will be a slight chance of showers and thunderstorms before 9am, then a slight chance of showers and 
thunderstorms after 1pm. Widespread smoke, mainly before 10am. Mostly sunny, with a high near 89. Heat index 
values as high as 93. South southeast wind 5 to 8 mph becoming southwest in the afternoon. Chance of 
precipitation is 20%. Partly sunny with areas of smoke tomorrow with a west northwest wind at 11 to 14 mph with 
gusts to 21 mph. Mostly sunny on Sunday. Showers likely on Monday. Mostly sunny conditions return Tuesday and 
continue through the extended forecast. High temperatures in the 80s dropping into the 70s next week. The NWS 
Quantitative Precipitation Forecast (QPF) estimates precipitation of 0.01 to 0.25 inches over the next 24 hours and 
anticipated cumulative precipitation of 0.25 to 0.75 inch over the next 7 days. 
 
Forecasts, basin conditions, and gate operations will be reassessed throughout the weekend through coordination 
with the Lake Michigan Project Office (Appleton, WI). Please check this page for weekly updates regarding basin 
conditions and gate operations. Graph of the 2025-2026 Lake Winnebago stage with number of gates open. The 
horizontal axis is the day of the year. The left vertical axis is the lake stage in Oshkosh Datum, and the right vertical 
axis is the number of gates open.  
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